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San Diego County’s Water Conservation Garden has a serious mission: to educate county 
residents about the looming water crisis and to change cultural attitudes about landscaping.

By Lyn Corum

Public gardens are a wonderful way to affect people’s behavior. What we can do, can be much more 
powerful than any program in a classroom,” says Marty Eberhardt, executive director of the Water 
Conservation Garden.

As you enter the Water Conservation Garden in eastern San Diego County, CA, a large panel greets 
you with words becoming faded by school children’s hands. It tells the story of how water comes to San 
Diego County from northern California, and from the Colorado River, to the east of the county. Only 
10% of the water consumed in San Diego County is of local origin.  

In the coming year, the amount of water San Diegans will have to drink and to irrigate, is likely to shrink 
enormously, because of shrinking snow pack, and because of a legal decision to protect Delta Smelt in 
the San Joaquin Bay Delta. Allocations from the Colorado River will also shrink due to reduced waters 
at its source.

The San Diego County Water Authority has been notified 
by the State Department of Water Resources, that initial 
allocations may shrink to 25% of its request for 4.15 
million acre-feet of water, for 2008. Last year, it got 60% 
of its request. It all depends on how much snow falls in 
the state in January and February, says a county water 
authority spokesman.  

Furthermore, the judge’s final Delta Smelt decision, which 
has not been released as of this writing, may impact the 
county by an additional 17%. The ultimate decision on the 
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