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How MULCH  
do you know?
You have replaced your inefficient 
irrigation system, replaced your lawn 
with water-efficient landscaping, and 
reduced your water use throughout 
your yard. Now you can sit back and 
enjoy the benefits of a beautiful low 
water-use landscape.  

But wait! Hot summer months will 
quickly be here. How do you protect 
your investment and hard work from 
the intense summer sun? MULCH!  
Mulch will hold in moisture, sup-
press weed growth, prevent erosion, 
control dust and protect your plants’ 
roots from excessive heat. In this 
issue of In Bloom, Clayton Tschudy, 
The Garden’s director of horticulture, 
covers the different types of mulch 
including how and when to use 
them. Garden exhibits also show you 
which mulch is appropriate and even 
how to make your own using what 
you have at home!  

MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Summer in the Garden is a time 
to sit back with a cool drink in 
the shade and enjoy the great 
outdoors. The Garden is looking 
better than ever with two new 
gazebos, beautiful landscaped 
trails and quiet spaces to enjoy 
and observe nature. Our popu-
lar workshops and classes also 
continue throughout the summer 
so check the calendar on The 
Garden’s website.

 We look forward to seeing you 
in The Garden this summer!

The following are agencies that constitute the Joint Powers Authority 
(JPA) that owns The Garden and provides major funding:

Cover photo: Mulch Exhibit at The Garden

Photographer: Harold Bailey

The Garden is open daily from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm (except for major holidays).  
See the “Plan Your Visit” page at www.theGarden.org for more information.

THE GARDEN WILL BE CLOSED ON THE FOLLOWING HOLIDAYS THIS 
SUMMER: Memorial Day (May 29) and Independence Day (July 4)
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Get Social With Us!  
Keep up with the latest on news, events and more!

The Garden is managed by The Friends of The Water Conservation Garden, a nonprofit 
organization, tax ID no. 20-4395919.

Join The Water Conservation Garden in committing to Live WaterSmart!

To learn more visit the www.thegarden.org or www.watersmartsd.org. 
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Attention dog lovers!  
The Garden is staying open 
late the third Thursday in 
June, July and August for 
you to enjoy fine wine and a 
leisurely stroll with your furry 
friend. Enjoy a lovely summer 
evening among the beautiful 
and unusual plants and trees.  
Wine and snacks will be pro-
vided. $5 per guest. Tickets 
can be purchased online at 
http://thegarden.org/events/
wagsandwine

Wags & Wine

June 15, July 20 and August 17, 4-7 pm 

• Drought-tolerant, evergreen shrubs gener-
ally do best with bark or wood chip mulch. 
Mulch at least once a year from fall to late 
spring. 

• Drought-tolerant perennials like nutri-
ent-rich mulch. A twice annual dressing of 
fresh compost, once in the fall and again in 
mid-spring, will give best results.

• Want wildflowers? Cobblestone creates 
moist, slightly exposed soil perfect for 
most wildflowers to thrive. A mixed top 
dressing of one half inch of cobble up to 
large boulders creates a natural look and is 
ideal for almost all popular wildflowers.

• Hardcore, drought-tolerant plants from 
the California chaparral (Ceanothus, 
Arctostaphylos, etc.) and South African 
fynbos (Protea, Hakea, etc.) prefer either 
a boulder strewn landscape, or low-nutri-

ent organic mulch such as shredded bark. 
California native enthusiasts often prefer 
Gorilla Hair, a.k.a. shreded redwood bark, 
which is weed seed free, lasts a long time, 
and can be used on steep slopes. 

• Less finicky natives, and many drought- 
tolerant perennials from climates similar to 
ours, go crazy in a thick layer of wood chip 
mulch. This may not be the most visually 
pleasing approach, but the plant results 
can be astonishing, and may produce a 
successful zero irrigation option.

• If you want a desert look, D.G., otherwise 
known as decomposed granite, is a must. 
However, it is difficult to provide added 
nutrients without disturbing the clean 
look of the D.G. It’s best to use very sturdy 
succulents, cacti, agaves, and other tough 
desert denizens with this approach.

To Mulch or Not To Mulch
First, exactly what is it? Well, mulch is anything put down as a top dressing on soil to help  
the garden grow. It might prevent moisture loss, prevent weed seed from germinating, or  
conversely help intentional seed to sprout. It can “feed” the soil, by adding nutrients that bene-
fit microbial activity, or might be nothing but sand or rock to provide a neat appearance. 

Different kinds of mulch do different things and should be chosen to meet your gardening 
goals. In a drought-tolerant garden, a top dressing of organic mulch at the beginning of sum-
mer will dramatically improve consistency of soil moisture, thus reducing your need to irrigate 
during the hot months. But which organic mulch is right for you? Fresh compost, bark mulch, or 
chipped wood? Is organic mulch really what you want? The choices can be confusing, but it all 
starts with your gardening goals. 

Below is a quick guide to choosing the best mulch for you. Come by The Water Conservation 
Garden to see most of these mulches in action!

Organized by Arts for Learning San Diego 
with the event originators Debbie Solan 
and Marjorie Pezzoli, participating local 
artists and sponsors will join together to 
promote the arts in our community. This 
opportunity will provide all ages the  
delight in experiencing the beauty and 
therapeutic properties of art in a breathtaking garden setting— 
while being a faerie or being amongst faeries! Money raised from 
the event will fund free children’s art classes to be held at The 
Water Conservation Garden. Entry is $5 per person and children 
under 3 years old are free.

 For more information visit www.invitefaeries.com and click the 
“Get Involved” link or email kerri@artsforlearningsd.org.

Faeries in The Garden 

Faeries in The Garden, July 1, 11am to 3pm
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Educators and  
the Environment!  

Training for K-6th Teachers

Thursday, June 1  |  3:30–5pm
Gain access to free curriculum by the 

California Education & the Environment 

Initiative (EEI) that teaches science, history 

and English language arts through an 

environmental lens, aligned with NGSS and 

State Standards. Participants will receive 

teacher and student materials of the 

subject, topic, and grade of their choice. 

FREE

Effective Irrigation 
Saturday, June 24  |  9:30-11:30am 

Landscape Designer Jan Tubiolo 

discusses how to manage the water you 

give your plants through the proper 

maintenance of your irrigation system 

and correct timing of your sprinklers. Jan 

will give practical advice for reviewing 

and repairing your sprinkler system.

Members FREE, Non-Members $10

Pre-registration is REQUIRED for all classes 
www.theGarden.org or by calling 619-660-0614 x.10
Pre-registration is REQUIRED for all classes at www.theGarden.org or by calling 619-660-0614 x10

JUNE

JULY

CLASSES & EVENTS, SUMMER 2017

Planting Water and 
Growing Soil 

Saturday, July 15  |  9:30-11:30am 
Regenerate your landscape with both 

“active” and “passive” sustainable planting 

and water harvesting strategies that can be 

used on any scale. Landscape Professionals, 

Communitree Gardens share techniques 

to modify land contour in a hands-on class 

that will cover a lot of ground.

Members Free, Non-Members $10

12 
& 

26
Docent  
Training   

Wednesdays,  
July 12th & 26th  |  4– 8pm

Contribute to The Garden’s success 

by becoming a Garden docent! There 

are many ways to get involved and 

wonderful new people to meet. It’s fun!

FREE. To register contact Pam Meisner, 
Education Director, Pam@thegarden.org 
or 619-660-0614 x13.

FREE! Make a Splash!  
Pool to Pond 
Conversion 

Saturday, June 10  |  9:30–11:30am
Judie Lincer, M.S. Ed Naturalist Educator, 

invites you on an exclusive tour of her 

backyard koi pond to see how an under-

utilized swimming pool can be converted 

into a beautiful place to relax, swim, and 

attract birds. Instruction begins at The 

Water Conservation Garden’s classroom, 

participants will then drive 5 miles to 

Judie’s La Mesa ‘waterfront’ property. 

Members $5, Non-Members $15

NEW1

Designing with  
California-Friendly 
Plants

Thursday, July 20  |  5:30-7:30pm 
Create a waterwise garden design from 

scratch. Landscape Designer Jan Tubiolo 

will discuss topics including site analysis 

and measurement, plotting your design 

on paper, environmental factors and 

water-efficient plant grouping.

Members Free, Non-Members $10

12122 Cuyamaca College Drive West, El Cajon, CA 92019  |  (619) 660-0614  |  www.theGarden.org

Building  
Healthy Soils   

Wednesday, June 28  |  5:30-7:30pm 
Healthy soil is the key to a bountiful 

garden! Learn how to work with nature to 

rebuild and maintain yours, with Master 

Gardener and Armstrong Nursery Garden 

Center Professional, Charles Anacker. 

Members FREE, Non-Members $10

FREE!

10 24

28 NEW

2015

FIELD 
TRIP
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Pre-registration is REQUIRED for all classes at www.theGarden.org or by calling 619-660-0614 x10

CLASSES & EVENTS, SUMMER 2017

Plant Paparrazzi!  
Wednesday,  August 9  |  5– 7pm

Capture the essence of The Garden’s 

beauty with Docent Instructors, Harold 

Bailey and Sally Long. From technical to 

composition aspects, you will learn to 

use your point and shoot, SLR cameras 

or cell phones to take stunning images 

of plants and landscapes. If you have 

a tripod, bring it along. Beginner to 

Intermediate level. 

Members Free, Non-Members $10

How to Hire a 
Landscape Contractor 
and $ave Money

Saturday, August 26  |  9:30-11:30am
Join Education Director Pam Meisner for an 

informative, common-sense approach to 

hiring a landscape professional. You’ll learn 

which questions to ask, how to properly 

plan, and receive money-saving tips too! 

Class made possible by the San Diego 

County Watershed Protection Program.

FREE

NEW

AUGUST

ONGOING PROGRAMS        

FREE Garden Tours

Every Saturday at 10 am

Professional Landscape  
Design Consultations

Call 619-660-0614 x10 for appointment  
availability, designer information  
and reservations. Members $60,  
Non-members $75

Ms. Smarty-Plants™  
Garden Field Trips and  
School Assembly Program

To book an educational field trip to  
The Garden or a school assembly program,  
contact Education at 619-660-0614 x16.

FREE Special Access Tour

Every Third Sunday at 10 am
Reservation required, call 619-660-0614 x16.

Sips & Succulents 
August 30  |  6 – 7:30pm

Enjoy a summer evening stroll through 

the beautiful garden trails with Docent 

Tour Guides and pair it with the 

perfect glass of wine. In keeping with 

conservation, bring your favorite wine 

glass and we will fill it!

$10 per person

FREE!
Logs, Pits & Char— 
Advanced Soil 
Management 

Wednesday, August 3  |  5:30-7:30pm
Clayton Tschudy, Director of Horticulture, 

teaches on three traditional soil 

management practices and how to 

adapt them to dry climate horticulture:  

hugelkultur, zai holes and blochar 

amending.

Members $5, Non-Members $15

3 9 26NEW

SPECIALTY

Wags and Wine

June 15, July 20 and August 17, 4-7pm

Faeries in The Garden

July 1, 11am-3pm

For more information about these events, please visit www.theGarden.org/events.

UPCOMING EVENTS

30
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EDUCATION PAGE

Favorite Plant in the Garden: 
“How do you pick one!” Each 
time she tours the garden, 
Whitney reports that she 
sees something new. Still, 
as a former resident of rural 
east county, she says that she 
is partial to natives. Among 
these is buckwheat, just be-
cause it is “made for here.” 

Fun Facts About: A Master 
Composter, Whitney also 
trains others. Last year, 
Whitney updated her knowl-
edge of The Garden when 
she joined her husband, as he 
took the docent training class, 
and then shared with fellow 
classmates her passion for 
composting. Two new docents 
were inspired to join her and 
husband, Rick, for regular 
weekly work at The Garden’s 
composting exhibit and, 
furthermore, to complete the 
five-week Master Composter 
course.

Some other things to know 
about Whitney: when young-
er, she was a nationally ranked 
springboard diver; she com-
posts at the San Diego Zoo; 
she clears mustard and other 
invasive weeds and plants na-
tives as part of habitat resto-
ration work on Mt. Helix.

Favorite Garden Exhibit: The 
compost exhibit of course!  
The exhibit is located in a 
shady area of The Garden and 
has a variety of compost bins 
and piles, as well as a worm 
bin. With so many different 
ways to compost, anyone can 
find a style that they can go 
home and try. 

Why Do You Volunteer at The 
Garden: Whitney came to The 
Garden hoping to contribute 
by sharing her knowledge and 
skills. When you ask her about 
composting, she lights up and 
says, “I’m a firm believer in the 
benefits of composting – get a 
little exercise, get some fresh 
air, disconnect for a while, 
save some organic materials 
from the landfill, and create a 
wonderful soil amendment or 
top dressing.” Whitney loves 
the teaching aspect of The 
Garden exhibits, especially 
when kids come through. 
“They have such good eyes 
and see all kinds of things; 
then they go home and talk to 
their parents, and it’s a lovely 
cycle.” 

EDUCATION

HEY KIDS, it’s summer, 
your time to get outside 
and explore!!
So many fun things to do! You can visit 
The Garden and go on the Ms. Smarty-
Plants™ Nature Scavenger Hunt, climb 
a tree, go to the beach, make a leaf 
collection, find five animals that visit  
your yard…the possibilities are endless!

Fun Facts—Why Mulch is Important

• What is mulch? A material (such as 
decaying leaves, bark, or compost) 
spread around or over a plant or bare 
dirt to enrich or insulate the soil.

• If mulch is used correctly it can 
decrease your outside water use  
by 30-40% (3 inches of mulch on  
all areas)

• Mulch can help you save money!  
Mulch keeps water in the soil and 
lessens evaporation

• Mulch can nourish your soil as it 
decomposes

• Mulch helps keep the soil cool,  
which is better for plant roots

• Some types of mulch are: grass 
clippings, fallen leaves, bark  
chips, hay, pine needles, saw dust  
and even newspaper!

Docent Spotlight
DOCENT NAME:  
Whitney Dueñez

GARDEN TEAMS:  
Compost Team Leader

VOLUNTEER SINCE 2005

“I’m a firm believer 
in the benefits of  
composting…”

Conversations with  
Ms. Smarty-Plants™ 
“Kids Say The Darndest Things”

One of our assembly participants brought her family 
back to The Garden during Spring Break and her mother 
whispered to us, “Ask her where her Earth Hero Card is.” 
So we did and she lifted up her leg and showed us that  
she carries it in her shoe!!!
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GARDEN PARTNER

Barrels & Branches 
GARDEN AND GIFT

1452 Santa Fe Drive, Encinitas, Ca 92024  
just a mile off Hwy 5 North

Phone 760-753-2852 • Open daily 8am-5pm

Listed as “One of San Diego’s top ten nurseries!”  
by San Diego Home/Garden Magazine, Barrels & 
Branches is a hidden gem. 

Owner, Samantha Owens created the family owned 1.75 
acre nursery in August of 2005. Samantha’s Horticul-
tural education background comes from Mira Costa and 
Santa Rosa College, also a degree from Sonoma State in 
business and economics.

Once you drive into the parking lot, you’ll think why I ha-
ven’t found this before? The entire nursery is like walking 
through the perfectly designed garden. The layout of 
the property is intended to inspire and educate visitors. 
The display areas give you a number of plant combi-
nations while the plant beds are examples of what can 
be created in your own garden. Their loyal customers 
live from the coast to the desert. They pride themselves 
in providing the correct plant material for all regions, 
specializing in water-wise, hardy plants. They have 
earned an excellent reputation for their wide selection 
of unusual plant material, including euphorbia, acacia, 
leptospermum, grevillea, leucadenron, and many other 
unique, drought-tolerant plants from Africa, Australia, 
New Zealand and the Mediterranean. Don’t forget to 
stop by their fantastic gift shop. It’s the size of a house 
and is filled with pottery, art, tools and handmade crafts.

The nursery also provides complete landscape design 
and installation to create your dream garden.

This botanical nursery is well worth the drive up the 
coast. You will return again and again. Don’t forget to 
bring your WCG membership card for you discount and 
be sure to pet the resident dog and cat!

Garden Partner Spotlight
In each issue, InBloom highlights a local business that 
supports The Garden. We encourage Garden patrons 

to consider these wonderful establishments when 
working on their next garden project. 

Alpine Rock & Block

Association Of Professional 
Landscape Designers,  
San Diego CA District

Bailey Environmental Associates

Baldwin and Sons

Barrels & Branches Nursery

Cynthia Brockett Family

Theresa Bunting and Jack 
Finneran

Kathryn and Susannah Clayton

Ed Woodruff and Peggy Dalby

Rosalie Dosik

El Cajon Animal Center

Joan Forbes

Steve and Eleanor Garnet

David and Michele Geving

Hunter’s Nursery

Sylvia Jones and  
Kathryn Billings

Kniffings Discount Nursery

La Costa Gardens, LLC

Peggy Matarese

Renee Mattos

Don and Jan Melucci

Mission Hills Nursery

James Pyle

Rancho Valhalla Nursery

Daniel Schneider

Bonnie and Tom Scott

Lisa Stempien

Mary Ann Stepnowsly  
and Tom Clark

The Madd Potter

Jan and Paul Tubiolo

Margaret Tyler and Eddie Cisco

Frank and DeAna Verbeke

Village Nurseries

Judi Walton

Carol Wells

Richard Wright

Donors Feb – April 2017

Lindi Alberti and 
Brooke Stern

Gene and Debby 
Andrews

Mary Bauer

Suzanne Behrendt

Darcy Bolter

Mike Bowman

Patti Brommelsiek

Reader and Nancy 
Campdoras

Brent and Selena 
Camren

Maria Cazares

Carlos and Annete 
Chavarna

Charles and Margaret 
Craig

Elke Crandall

Shayla Crowel

Anne Curtright

John and Annie Day

Don Deuel

Byron and Barbara 
Ellsworth

Lou and Peggy 
Fernandez

Diana Fisher

Sharon Fitzpatrick 
and Linda Davis

Diane Hart

Louie Holton

Sharonfaith Horton

Carolyn Kalb

Joan Kistner

Danny Makar and 
Joanie Adams

Wendy Marcotte

Leslie McIntyre

Brooke Moran

Kaleen Moran

Kathie and Maureen 
Murray

Carrie Nannainga

Marsha Omelina

Wendy Perkins

Craig and Dorene 
Perry

Roxana Popescu and 
Andrei Radulescu

Rebecca Prater

Misato Rodgers

Linda Rundell

Michael Ryan

Lisa Stempien

Eve Stine and Lynn 
Lockshaw

Mary Jo Stroeter

Jim and Suzy Sullivan

Lauren Tyler

Carl and Ellen Umland

Karan Van Baarsen

Beth Venkataraman

Steve and Amy Wavra

Cynthia Weller

Kathy Witek

Judith Yeager and 
Ticia Boracher

Harry and Janet 
Zanville

New Members Feb – April 2017

Affiliate & Corporate Partners 

Backflow Services

Baldwin & Sons

Barona Band of 
Mission Indians

Best Best & Krieger 
LLP

Bob’s Crane

California American 
Water

Carollo Engineers

City of Encinitas

City of San Diego

County of San Diego

DUDEK

Genentech

Grossmont-Cuyamaca 
Community College

Hamann Construction

Helix Water District

Lakeside Garden Club

La Mesa-Spring Valley 
School District

Metropolitan Water 
District of Southerna 
California

Olivehain Municipal 
Water District

Open Space 
Management

Otay Water District

Padre Dam Municipal 
Water District

Point Loma Credit 
Union

RCP Block & Brick, Inc.

San Diego 
Horticultural Society

San Diego 
Metropolitan Credit 
Union

SDG&E

San Dieguito Water 
District

Sweetwater Authority

Sycuan Casino

Village Nurseries

Vista Paint 
Corporation

Wells Fargo

The Water Conservation Garden would like to thank our Corporate 
Partners and Non-Profit Affiliates.



12122 Cuyamaca College Drive West
El Cajon, CA 92019

Tel:  (619) 660-0614
Fax: (619) 660-1687

www.theGarden.org

 Anderson’s La Costa

 Barrels & Branches Nursery

 Cuyamaca College Dept. of  
Ornamental Horticulture Nursery  

 El Plantio

 Gardens by the Sea

 Hunter’s Nursery

 Kniffing’s Discount Nursery

 The Madd Potter

 Mission Hills Nursery

 Rancho San Diego Nursery

 Rancho Valhalla Nursery

TO BECOME A MEMBER, call 619-660-0614 x17  
or visit www.theGarden.org/member. 

Current members can find their membership expiration date above their name in the address listed above.

To show our appreciation to our members for 
their support, we are pleased to present our latest 
giveaway for the summer.
Inspired by the beauty of nature, handmade Raku 
Heart is one-of-a-kind and comes in an organza gift 
bag with a story card. Purchase a Raku Stone Heart 
and receive a second Heart or Raku Medallion FREE. 
Handcrafted by Raku Potteryworks of Jamul, CA.
Limit one BOGO per Garden membership. ($3.25-$4.25 value).

MEMBERSHIP AT THE GARDEN comes with a host of benefits 

including free classes, free admission to national and international 

botanical gardens and discounts in The Garden’s Water Drop Garden 

Shoppe and at partner nurseries and garden shops (see list below).

BECOME A  GARDEN MEMBER  FOR GREAT BENEFITS

SUMMER MEMBERSHIP BENEFIT!

BOGO Raku Stone Hearts

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
San Diego, CA
Permit 2686

Ask about our SOLAR LOANS today!

plcu.com

CONSERVE ENERGY AND REDUCE 
MONTHLY COSTS WITH SOLAR!

Roseann Simons
Branch Manager 
rsimons@plcu.com 
(619) 401-9422

El Cajon Branch 780 Jamacha Rd., El Cajon, CA 92019 

Buy One Get One FREE!

Forwarding Service Requested


