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A message from the Executive Director
Tiny Changes = Big Impact
 
The average American generates 4.4 pounds of trash daily. This results 
in creating over 700,000 tons of trash every day in the U.S.! It’s hard to 
deny these are devastating numbers. And yet, we are constantly being 
bombarded with ads for increased consumerism and convenience. 
DON’T LOSE HOPE! You may be surprised at the ripple effect that a 
small adjustment in habit or lifestyle can have. 

The Garden is here to help, and we invite you to join us in making the 
tiny changes that result in big impacts. As it turns out, you may already 
be doing some of the most effective things to divert waste! Swapping 
out single-use plastic products for more durable, re-usable items is a 
great way to accomplish this and can enhance your life in many ways 
you might not expect. Your local coffee shop is happy to refill your 
re-usable mug. And of course planting a low water-use veggie garden 
offers a multi-layered (and delicious) way to minimize your carbon foot-
print. To learn more, stop by The Garden and check-out the resources 
from our friends at ILoveaCleanSanDiego.org and SolanaCenter.org.  

When in doubt, remember the 4 R’s of sustainability: Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle, REPEAT!

In addition to your own actions at home, supporting The Garden goes a 
long way to engaging the community on the importance of sustainabil-
ity. Just as small habit shifts done by millions of individuals can create a 
huge wave of change, your membership is more than just a drop in the 
bucket to us. Membership to The Garden not only sustains the plants 
and people who make it happen but also reaches the greater commu-
nity through programming and exhibits, influencing new sustainable 
habits on a large level.

Individually, we are one drop. 

Together, we are an ocean.”

– Ryunosuke Satoro, Japanese Poet

Interested in joining a Non-Profit Board of Directors?

We are actively recruiting new members. Looking for areas of expertise in finance, estate planning, 
construction, legal, fundraising, small business management and marketing to name a few.

Visit TheGarden.org/board for more information.

The following are agencies that constitute the Joint Powers Authority(JPA)
                     that owns The Garden and provides major funding:

The Water Conservation Garden
Mondays            CLOSED
Tuesdays            9am-4pm
Wednesdays      9am-4pm
Thursdays          9am-6pm
Fridays                9am-4pm
Saturdays           9am-4pm
Sundays              9am-4pm

*Last entry is 3:15pm
The Garden is closed on Mondays.
The Garden is FREE to the public the 2nd Friday of every month!

Gift Shop
Tuesday – Sunday | 10:00am – 4:00pm*
*Thursdays the Gift Shop closes at 6:00pm

Admissions

Last admission to The Garden is 3:15pm
*Thursdays last admission is 5:15pm

Please note The Garden 
will be closed:

New Year’s Day 
Easter Sunday 
Memorial Day 
Independence Day 
Labor Day 
Thanksgiving Day 
Christmas Day 

      Get Social With Us! #wcgarden
Keep up with the latest on news, events and more!
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The Garden is managed by The Friends of The Water Conservation Garden, 
                 a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, tax ID no. 20-4395919.

‘‘

OUR MISSION

The mission of The Water Conservation 
Garden is to educate and inspire 

through excellent exhibits and programs 
that promote water conservation  
and the sustainable use of related 

natural resources.
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Op en a Door
into Gardening and Food Security

By: Ria Custodio
Let’s open a door and take a look inside the benefits of 
creating a living garden at home to enjoy and increase 
food security. Have you wondered where your food 
comes from, why the prices for fruits and vegetables are 
on the rise, or the reason something has been pulled off 
the grocery store shelves? The best way to be prepare 
for any challenging times and questions about your 
food is to feel more secure and to raise your favorite 
sustainable food sources. 

Food is a basic necessity of life and growing your own 
is healthy and can be fun for the entire family. In San 
Diego’s moderate, arid, Mediterranean, County climate 
there used to be two planting seasons—winter and 
summer; however, now you can easily grow crops year-
round by rotating crops and succession planting. Winter 
or cool weather is a great time for root vegetables 
like carrots, beets, potatoes, and parsnips/radishes. 
Warm weather crops are your leafy greens, squashes, 
cucumbers, snap peas, and melons. Other options 
include selecting foods for their hardiness, preservation, 
and ease.  

Create a garden for any space. Need a garden that 
offers elevation and easier access that can also be 
ecological, budget-friendly, and is water wise? Keyhole 
and raised bed gardening allow not so much bending 
and easy access and proves to be successful in providing 
a reliable source of food. 

There is an old Chinese proverb that states, “Life begins 
the day you start a garden.” There is life in the food that 
you love and the food that you grow.
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Ms. Smarty-Plants™ is proud of 
her youth leaders for stepping up 

to support conservation.

“I recently learned that Agave plants are monocarpic, meaning 
that they die after they flower. They are truly stunning when 
they flower; and look like the whimsical plants of Dr. Seuss. 
Agave Americana is called the “century plant” and is said to 

take a century to bloom, but actually, it blooms after six years. 
They shed a multitude of seeds when they die and leave behind 
offspring known as ‘pups.’ When I am volunteering at The Water 

Conservation Garden, whether helping a child release a butterfly, 
assisting seniors planting in the veggie garden, making 

succulent arrangements, or feeding the tortoises, 
I feel like I am in bloom too.”

Amelie Simpson
Steel Canyon High School, Junior 

Volunteer Intern since 2018 
at The Water Conservation Garden 

Storytime with high school 
intern Louise.  

Butterfly Release with 
UCSD intern Maya.  

Fostering Youth Leaders
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Summer C lasses
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Events 2021
Pre-registration is REQUIRED for all events at www.theGarden.org or by calling 619-660-0614 x10

Fall Plant
SALE

Host Your Event in The Garden

SAVE THE DATE

Saturday, 
November 13th

Visit TheGarden.org
for more details.

Are you in search of the perfect venue to host your upcoming special event? 
Well look no further! With nearly six acres of lush and vibrant spaces, The 
Garden makes a unique and beautiful backdrop for weddings, birthdays, 
memorials, and corporate events alike. 

There are several diverse venue spaces of various sizes and atmospheres 
to enjoy individually or reserve the entire garden for larger events.

To find out if your preferred date is available and obtain further informa-
tion on event updates and regulations during COVID-19, please send an 
e-mail including your event details to our Events Manager, Angelina Byrd 
at Angelina@TheGarden.org and she will get in touch to help you plan your 
picture-perfect event.

** Please note that The Garden’s current availability for event rentals follows the 

COVID-19 guidelines and regulations of the CDC’s allowance for gatherings. **
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$1,000 - $2,499
Sue Ellen Benson
Michael & Denise Hager
Sally Long
Vince & Kay McGrath

Jim & Cheryl Minshew
The Scripps Family
John Willow

$500 - $999
Judy Broselle
Victoria S. Evans 
Kathy Olsen
Sally Saltzstein

Jan & Paul Tubiolo
Ed Woodruff

$5,000 - $9,999
San Diego Gas & Electric – 
Palomar Energy Center

$10,000 and above
Rosalie Dosik
Richard Wright
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