
Hunter’s Nursery
Lemon Grove, CA since 1919

10-15% Garden Member 
Discount

must present a valid membership card

THE FOLLOWING NURSERIES PARTICIPATE IN OUR 
MEMBERSHIP DISCOUNT PROGRAM.

 \ Anderson’s La Costa \ Barrels & Branches Nursery \
\ Cuyamaca College Depart. of Ornamental Horticulture Nursery \

\ El Platio & Landscaping \ Hunter’s Nursery \
\ Kniffling’s Discount Nursery \ The Madd Potter \
\ Mission Hills Nursery \ Rancho Valhalla Nursery \

NURSERY SPOTLIGHT

Learn more about The Garden’s great member benefits:
www.TheGarden.org

SUMMER 2023

Your Adventure Awaits!
Children’s Discovery 

Trail & Tales
Perennial Party  

Fall 2023
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OUR MISSION
The mission of The Water Conservation Garden is to 
educate and inspire through excellent exhibits and 

programs that promote water conservation  
and the sustainable use of related natural resources. 

FRIENDS OF THE WATER CONSERVATION GARDEN 
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inBloom is published quarterly by  
The Water Conservation Garden 

and is provided as a benefit to members. 
Content and photos by Garden staff, 

and Docents/Volunteers unless otherwise noted.
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Photo Club Contributor Candice Lenney 

Managing Editor & Designer: Ria Custodio

Printer: Neyenesch Printing

message from the EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The following are agencies that constitute the Joint Powers of Authority 
(JPA) that owns The Garden and provides major funding:

Get Social With Us! #wcgarden | Keep up with the latest on news, events and more!

The Garden is managed by The Friends of The Water Conservation Garden, a 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization, tax ID no. 20-4395919.

WaterConservationGarden

WCGarden

ConservationGarden

TheWaterConservationGarden

Interested in joining a Non-profit Board of Directors?  

We are actively recruiting new members (active business professionals and 
retirees) who are connected in the community with board experience and 
passionate about philanthropy. Visit TheGarden.org/board for more information.
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THE WATER CONSERVATION GARDEN
Open 9:00am-4:00pm, six days a week 
Closed MONDAYS
Open late THURSDAYS 6:00pm
 
The Garden is FREE and opened to the  
public the 2nd Friday of every month!

ADMISSIONS
Last admission to The Garden is 3:15pm
Thursdays last admission is 5:15pm

HOLIDAYS AT THE GARDEN
Please note The Garden will be closed:
New Year’s Eve (Closes at 12 noon) 
New Year’s Day 
Easter Sunday 
Memorial Day 
Juneteenth
Independence Day 
Labor Day 
Thanksgiving Day 
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

SUMMER IS HERE, AND “MAY GRAY” AND 
“JUNE GLOOM” ARE A THING OF THE PAST.  
Bring on the sun. During San Diego’s hottest 
days, The Water Conservation Garden still 
holds more beauty and inspiration in its low-
water-use plants, landscapes, and education. 
We are here for you!

The Garden exists to educate our 
community on the conservation of water and 
other natural resources. Inspiring exhibits 
that keep up with innovative and modern 
ways to conserve water can help you make 
small behavior changes that create a big 
impact on your daily life. Saving water is 
easier than you might think. More than half 
of residential water use is for landscape 
irrigation, and The Garden offers greywater and landscape design 
consultations at your home and on Zoom. 

Garden wellness is a resource for your continued well-being, as well, 
and we are here for your health and wellness needs in the summer. At 
The Garden, you can cool down in an evening yoga class, heat up in a 
morning fitness class, or chill out with a friend with a cold drink and 
good conversation in one of the many shady spots found at The Garden. 
Check out our schedule and be inspired by The Garden. 
 
Jennifer Pillsbury 
Executive Director/CEO

“There is nothing I like better at the end of a hot summer’s day than taking 
a short walk around the garden. You can smell the heat coming up from 

the earth to meet the cooler night air.” — Peter Mayle

1 •  TheGarden.org



Writer: Paul Redeker • Photographers: Paul Redeker & Lauren Magnuson

All those who wander will find that adventure awaits at The Garden.  
Let’s explore! Stroll through the gates, and then veer right towards the 
Dorcas E. Utter Butterfly Pavilion – here you will discover a secret passage to 
the Children’s Discovery Trail – also known as the Children’s Garden. This trail 
is sure to delight both adults and children with hidden gems, natural beauty 
and flora that will capture all who enter the jungle-like atmosphere. 

The Children’s Discovery Trail is surrounded by a primeval forest filled with 
draped netting and plants replicating what might have existed thousands of 
years ago. Here, children can play next to dinosaurs’ relics, in a park ranger’s 
playhouse, drive through the dense forest in an all-terrain Jeep, excavate the 
sandpit dig site, and explore the melody of larger-than-life Garden delights.

Plant life plays a key role in the wonderment of the trail. One genus 
of plants that existed thousands of years ago is a group of Cycads. The 
first and most common Cycad is the Sago Palm, Cycas revoluta. This lush 
green Japanese Cycad is a dark green 
perennial and has become a favorite 
addition to many tropical landscapes. 
The second is the large Giant Dioon, 

Dioon spinulosum from Mexico that will grow up to 12' here, 50' in 
native habitats. The third and lighter in color Cycad is the Chestnut 
Dioon, Dioon edule, which is native to deciduous oak forests and dry 
rocky slopes of eastern Mexico. Continue on the trail and the listen for 
the sound of the melodic notes from the xylophone – here you will find 
this rare Cycad next to the playhouse.

Next, discover a plant inspired by animation, the Mickey Mouse plant, 
Ochna serrulate. The black fruit and red sepals emulate the ears and 
trousers of this well-known Disney character. The Mickey Mouse plant is 
indigenous to South Africa and can reach 8' as a semi-evergreen shrub 
or small tree. 

Finally, a selection of Bromeliads layers the trail with a continued tropical 
vibe. These very low-maintenance plants can tolerate occasional watering, 
and come in many shapes, sizes, and colors. From air plants to pineapples, 
the intrigue starts with the many leaf colors and textures and ends with 

a spectacular flower unique to each 
individual species. 

Every layer of beauty that surrounds 
the Children’s Discovery Trail takes a 
team effort. Thank you to The Garden’s 
dedicated and talented team of 
volunteers that put their unique touches 
to make this space one-of-a-kind. Your 
adventure awaits through The Garden’s 
Children’s Discover Trail for you to find 
something new with each visit. We hope 
to see you soon!

in THE GARDEN Your 
Adventure 

Awaits!
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For more information about Ms. Smarty Plants™ or to donate to The Garden’s education programs,  
visit MsSmartyPlants.org

MsSmartyP MsSmartyPlantsMs.SmartyPlants

Youth Education

The Children’s Discovery Trail and Tales
Writer: Pam Meisner • Photographers: Garden Staff 

Make your way to the Children’s Discovery Trail where you will see a welcoming Ms. Smarty-Plants™ 
sign giving passage to a secret pathway that waits for those who wish to see The Garden’s magical 
world of wonder! This magical space was designed with children and the young-at-heart in mind 
with its winding trails and surprises that wait around every bend. Here you could spy a special figure 
hidden in a tree, a stone tortoise popping his head out of his burrow, or a flying pig. It seems that 
dinosaurs liked to visit The Garden a long time ago, too, because, if you look closely, you will find a 
dinosaur’s footprint where you can place your own foot within. You never know what you will find 
with each step on the trail.

Inside this space of discovery, you can dig for fossils in the sandpit or take a John Deere Jeep on 
an imaginary spin to your next adventure. Come and play with oversized games, a xylophone (thank 
you, Bonnie Scott) to compose your next opera, and sit and rule your kingdom in an oversized chair 
(thank you, Stu Scott and the El Cajon Rotary Club). Maybe, you will even find a pot o’ gold or a 
leprechaun at the end of a rainbow. On the trail and beyond, you can keep the adventure going by 
picking up a good book at the Little Free Library (thank you, Boys & Girls Foundation). What ever 
magical journey you want to take, all you need to bring is your imagination and a smile, and let the 
Children’s Discovery Trail do the rest.  

A special thank you to The Garden’s many wonderful donors and our Children’s Discovery Trail 
team who keep the magic going!
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MsSmartyPlants

Read under the trees!Read under the trees! 
Ms. Smarty-Plants™ loves to read outside!  
While our popular Lil’ Sprouts Storytime is on a  
summer break, bring your favorite book(s) or choose  
one from our Little Free Libraries, and then find your 
favorite spot at The Garden to sit and read in nature. 
In July and August, pay general admission and get one 
child’s entry free per visit.

#MSPEarthHeroes #EarthHero  

Earth Heros 
Earth Heros 

Call  to  Action!

Because they’re shellfish!

JOKE OF THE DAY!JOKE OF THE DAY!

Why don’t oysters share their pearls?

Fun Internships  
at The Garden!

Do you love nature and the outdoors? Become an  
intern at The Garden, and volunteer with our Youth 
or Adult education programs.  

Visit www.MsSmartyPlants.org for more info!

Starting July 1, 2023, the Ms. Smarty-Plants™ Field Trips 
will incur a minor price increase to support our amazing 

programs. Thank you for all your support!”

Saturday, October 21 
Batty will be Better and Battier than ever!  
Visit TheGarden.org this fall for more info. 
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SEASONAL CALENDAR

July, August, S eptemb er 2023July, August, S eptemb er 2023

Free Day Friday Tour 
2nd Fridays, 9am 
July 14, August 11, September 8
FREE

Walk the Garden trails with a Docent Tour 
Guide and see beautiful water saving 
landscapes. Approx 1 hour tour. Arrive early, 
limited space, first 15 people.

More Beauty, Less Water
July 29, 9:30-11am
FREE

With 58% of residential water consumption 
statewide going to landscapes, we 
can each do our part to reduce water 
use. Learn redesign tips that beautify 
neighborhoods and save water with 
Eric Saline, owner of Wild Made Design. 
Sponsored by the County of San Diego. 

How to Hire a Landscape Designer
Saturday, September 16, 10-11:30am
FREE

Pam Meisner, Director of Education 
Programs & Outreach gives an informative, 
common-sense approach to hiring a 
landscape professional. You’ll learn which 
questions to ask, how to properly plan, and 
receive money-saving tips too! Sponsored 
by the County of San Diego. 

Online Seasonal Calendar

Scan code!

Landscape Design Consultations 
Professional advice for water-efficient 

landscape projects. Photo credit: SDCWA

Monthly Appointments on Zoom

Greywater Consultations 
Professional advice for saving water and  

money with a laundry to landscape system.

Monthly Appointments at Your Home

LANDSCAPE & GREYWATER CONSULTATIONS
$70 MEMBERS / $85 General

TheGarden.org/consultations
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Basic Membership Drop-in $10, General $18. Visit TheGarden.org for a full schedule.  
Any changes due to weather are posted on Social Media.  

WELLNESS MEMBERSHIP PERKS
Free weekly Wellness Classes • Exclusive access to Mind & Body Master Classes

Discounted Garden Yoga Retreats • Direct messages for class updates

CLASSES
July, August, S eptemb er 2023July, August, S eptemb er 2023

WELLNESS

Scan for Details!

Mind & Body Master Classes promote physical, emotional, and mental health within a compassionate community. These classes 
will explore ways to develop a deeper relationship with our wellbeing and others through engaging conversations, experiential 

practices, and learning practical tools for daily life. Led by an inspiring community of teachers, coaches, and speakers.

FREE Wellness Members | $15 Garden Member | $20 General Admission

*NEW* Mindfulness  
Tuesdays, 9am (Jul 11 - Aug 30)
Embracing the attitudinal foundations 
of Mindfulness with Laurie Hallihan, 
certified teacher trained at UCSD’s 
Center for Mindfulness. This class is 
a great starting point for beginning a 
regular mindfulness practice. Laurie 
will provide an experiential, safe 
environment to practice powerful 
tools that can help with reducing 
stress, depression, anxiety, and many 
other chronic conditions.

www.mindingthewaves.com

Gentle Flow Yoga
Workout Wednesday

Garden Yoga
Chair Yoga

Gentle Garden Yoga
Evening Flow Yoga

Fitness Friday
Chi Yoga

Garden Tours
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San Diego’s Leader in 
High-Yield 
C h e c k i n g

3%APY*

EARN
UP
TO

Inspired Checking2 
on your everyday

30x
the

National
Average1

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rates effective as of 03/01/2023 and are subject to 
change without notice. The minimum average daily balance required to receive the rate of 

3.00% is $75,000 1 Presented by the National Association of Federal Credit Unions in 
cooperation with SNL and Datatrac. Rates based upon a survey of 283,924 financial 

institution locations in 19,663 markets across the United States as of 3/10/2023. 
2 Inspired Checking is a variable rate account. Rate and yield are subject to change 

without notice. Other terms, conditions, and restrictions may apply. Membership 
required. If requirements are not met and maintained, account will be converted to a 

Basic Checking Account.  © 2023 Wheelhouse Credit Union | Federally insured by NCUA

WheelhouseCU.com/checking | 619-297-4835

.00
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Contact us to learn more about becoming a corporate partner: development@thegarden.org 619-660-0614 x11

DONORS					                   March 2023 - May 2023

JOINT POWERS OF AUTHORITY

CORPORATE & FOUNDATION Partners
Anonymous   
Barona Resort & Casino 
California American Water 
California Natural Resource Agency 
County of San Diego 
County of San Diego – Department of Public Works 
Dr. Seuss Foundation 
Grossmont Healthcare District 
Hunter Industries  
Hunter Nursery 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
Rotary of El Cajon 
San Diego Gas & Electric 

San Diego Foundation 
San Dieguito Water District 
SPRITES of East County
State of California, Department of Water Resources 
Sycuan Casino & Resort 
The Conrad Prebys Foundation 
The Rice Family Foundation 
Union Bank 
Walter J. & Betty C. Zable Foundation 
Wheelhouse Credit Union

$2,500+ Brittany, Mateo &  
Niko Castro 

$100-$500 Donna Bartlett-May
Kathy Chaisson

Luana Duprey
Susan Mason

Janet Trentacosta
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Terri Abbott
Barbara & Barbara Adams
Olivia & Abel Alba
Beth Amann & Joe Wagner
Marcy Andersen
Lance & Deirdre Anderson
Stephanie & Alex Attella & 
   Tony & Denise Yousif
Carol A. Babbitt
Sarah & Zack Baker
Quito Barajas
Patricia & Mark Barnett
Jenny & Jairo Barros
Leslie Bates
Lora & Mark Battaglia
Nancy & Jeff Bedell
Heidi Behnke
Jean & Dan Bergeson
Robin Bohac-Wood & Linda Harbert
April & Gary Bowman
Carole & Charles Brown
Cindy & Walt Bruecks
Thuy & Mike Buckley
Kiteemi Buettgenbach
Linda Burke
Kelly Caldwell, Lauren Villarreal, 
   Sarry Torres & Erin Caldwell
Melinda & Kevin Carpenter
Cynthia Carr
Laina & Claire Clugston
Pamela Coe
Tyler Coffee & Breanna Finch
Tyler & Jamina Coleman & Diane & 
Rachel Vermeulen
Patrick & Rosangela Cribbs
Melinda & Jeff Crow
Marilyn Deitrich
Henry & Sharon Delgadillo
Nancy & Francis DiMella

Karen Dolecal
Gidgitte & Karis & Brian Dougherty, 
   & Heather Murphy
Maggie Dressler
Danielle Edmonds & 
   Takudzwa Taruvinga
Jennifer Edwards
Jennifer & Bart Edwards, Phil 
Fondaw & Kris Eshelman
Ryan & Stacy Fisher
Robyn Freedman
Holly & Marty French
Larry & Cecelia Furukawa
linda garwood
Daniel Goltzer & Hagit Cohavy
Christine & Joe Goodman
Cynthia & Bev Gray
Lorena & Arthur Gunter
Ruth & Matthew Hale
Stephanie Hammes & Kim Raddatz
Peggy & Michael Hammond
Kenneth & Patricia Hanson
Natalie & Whitney Hays
Therese Herron
Andrea & Brett Hickman
Parisa & Jake Hill
Lynn Hudak
Herbert James & Jose Mills
Jessica & Jared Johnson
Kim Jones Arnold & 
   Andrew Arnold
Carla & Jerry Jones
Trixy Joy Manansala & 
   Allan Gamboa
Kristen & Mather Keller
Andrew Kun
Jill Labbe
Mary Larson
Kristin & Dale Law

Jarrid & Megan Linfesty
Cynthia Lopez & Christian Bahamon
Jan Maiden & Rachel Phares
Svetlana Marshalkina
Mikey & Noelle Martina
Deborah & James McCormac
Jessica Mccullough & Tommy Achuff
Carol McDonald-Gibson
Natalie Medina & Juan Reyes Medina
Stephanie Melaney
Charnelle & Robert Merrill
Jason Mizerek & Shannon Beaty
Roseann Moncada & Rosenda Garcia
Alivia & Tomas Montes
Darlene Montgomery
Michael & Lynn Moreau
Polly & Terry Morgan
Lianne & Martin Moss
Daniel & Stephanie Murphy
Kelsey & Joseph Olanoff
Brian Olney
Mayling Ortiz & Consolacion Dy
Gary & Susan Paquette
Jeannie & John Parsons
Blandino Pasion
Karen Pendergast
Ruthe & Sharon Plache
Kelly & Kenzi Porter
Sharon & Bernie Quinn
Michelle Radley
Charlene Ranger
Hashanna & Noelani Retz
Marisa Richter & William Moore
Mollie Rivera
Liam & Jennifer Roddy &  
  Deborah & William Hendrickson
Denise Ross
Brooklyn Saremi & Kailey Landmark
Stephen & Wilma Schmitz

Rami & Sarah Shamoon
Jeff Shirk
David Silva
William Simmons & Monica Casper
Liz & Anne Sorenson
Brandon & Galit Stam
Arlen & Emily Stuart
Pamela & Megan Takahashi
Crystal & Jimmy Tang
Lara Tarabay & 
   Jamille Steele-Tarabay
Vivian & J Tennant
Vicki & John Tilton
Yuko Timmons & 
   Jimmie Drummond
Cindy Torres & Alice Lingard
Alejandra Torres-Lacy
Megan Tresenriter & Ashley Stone
Michaeleen Trimarchi
Debbie Trujillo
Christie Turner & Kevin Fuller
Kenzie & Luis Villalobos
Sue Wadswoth
Kathleen Waggoner
Ryan & Drew Walker
Hazel Waters & Sarah Miller
Jacqueline Webb & Jared Goodman
Mark & Esther Weber
Sandra Weil
Jane & Michael Welch
Charles Wilkins & Vidya Nadkarni
Carol & Sam Williams
Jessica Wilson
Rich Winn
Jolyn & Abraham Yanez, Claudia Jebb 
   & Jennifer Carpenter
Judith Zander
Lynnette R Ziegenfuss
Alana & Juliet Zimmer

NEW MEMBERS 				       March 2023 - May 2023



12122 Cuyamaca College Drive West
El Cajon, CA 92019

Tel: 	 (619) 660-0614
Fax: 	(619) 660-1687

TheGarden.org

Garden Members - Join or renew your membership today!

Visit TheGarden.org/membership.

Hunter’s Nursery
Lemon Grove, CA since 1919

10-15% Garden Member 
Discount

must present a valid membership card

THE FOLLOWING NURSERIES PARTICIPATE IN OUR 
MEMBERSHIP DISCOUNT PROGRAM.

 \ Anderson’s La Costa \ Barrels & Branches Nursery \
\ Cuyamaca College Depart. of Ornamental Horticulture Nursery \

\ El Platio & Landscaping \ Hunter’s Nursery \
\ Kniffling’s Discount Nursery \ The Madd Potter \
\ Mission Hills Nursery \ Rancho Valhalla Nursery \

NURSERY SPOTLIGHT

Learn more about The Garden’s great member benefits:
www.TheGarden.org
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